
�
�
�
 
 
 
 
-* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Vol. 7 

HOTEL/MOTEL/RESORT 
OCCUPANCY LEVEL through  

Nov.  07’ 
 

FEATURED ATTRACTION 

REMINDER… 

Avia Aero Services (“Avia”) provides an array of exciting and 
innovative aviation products and services to the Flagler - Palm 
Coast community.   
 
For visitors and residents alike, nothing compares to their 
sunset aerial tours.  Whether you are beginning a new life 
together, or celebrating a lifelong relationship, their sunset 
aerial tour offers an unforgettable setting for your special day. 
Take off just prior to sunset and head north to enjoy 
spectacular views of Palm Coast and the coastline bathed in 
the brilliant hues of the setting sun.   
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From an offshore vantage point, 1,000 feet in the air, you can 
see incredible views of the beaches against the setting sun 
marking the highlight of the trip, and the perfect time to share a 
champagne toast to commemorate the moment!  Having 
covered almost 30 miles, the flight returns to Flagler County 
airport just as twilight approaches, bringing to a close what will 
surely become one of your most memorable experiences! 
 

For those who want to taste flight without leaving the ground, 
Avia’s FAA certified flight simulator will deliver an incredibly 
realistic experience that is sure to excite.  Their full size cockpit 
replica is surrounded by a cinematic-style, 21 foot wide wrap 
around visual system that can take virtual pilots anywhere in 
the world.   
 
For more information about their programs and services, please visit 

them at www.iflyavia.com or call them at 386.586-3380. 

�  2007 Year To Date (YTD) 
occupancy decreased to 44.8% 
from 47.3% in 2006 

 
�  2007 Average Daily Rate (ADR) 

increased to $112.13 from $106.04 
 

       SOURCE: SMITH TRAVEL RESEARCH 
 

Water Restricti ons: Conservation 
of water is always wise. For current 
water restrictions visit: 
 www.ci.palm-coast.fl.us  
 
Fire Levels: The Fire Danger Is 
calculated by the State Division of 
Forestry and indicates the current 
threat of wildfires – visit  
www.flagleremergency.com so 
you’re prepared. 
 
Rip Current Tip: Stay at least 100 
feet away from piers and jetties. 
Permanent rip currents often exist 
along side these structures. 
www.cityofflagerbeach.com 
 
January’s Average Temperatures 

High 68          Low 46 
www.weather.com 

 

FIVE STAR ATTITUDE 
 

 

A visitor does not interrupt 
our work but is the 

purpose of it.  

 

Sit back and relax as you 
enjoy nature’s show 
unfolding beneath the 
wings. Their onboard 
stereo adds the perfect 
dimension by allowing 
you to listen to your 
favorite background 
music selection. Once 
north of Palm Coast, the 
flight turns east to join the 
shoreline and then south 
along the coast.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

Editor’s Note  

Tourism in Action  

New Year’s Eve has always been a time for looking back to the past, and more 
importantly, forward to the coming year.   We are very excited about 2008 and all it will 
bring to Flagler County tourism.  As a team the Flagler County Chamber Tourism staff, 
Flagler County Tourist Development Council and Flagler County Board of County 
Commission agree the 2008 marketing and advertising campaign is one filled with 
exciting, effective and new components to keep us moving in a forward motion.  This 
plan is to increase brand awareness with our visitors and establish Flagler County as a 
desirable tourism destination. 

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE 2008 ADVERTISING AND MARKET ING PLAN? 

$345,000 will be spent on advertising our beach, nature, golf, history and luxury 
markets outside the county through: 

�  Cooperative Advertisement Campaign for the 2008 Ginn Championship 

�  Variety of print media including: magazine publications, newspaper travel inserts, web advertisement, 
direct mail, regional visitors guides, vacation guides, map advertisements 

�  Television 

�  Regional partnership opportunities 

�  Visit Florida partnership opportunities 

Two new components in 2008 will be the participation in various trade shows and a partnership with NEFMA, a 
Northeast coast international marketing alliance group reaching the German market.  These two components will add 
a great deal to our efforts and bring further awareness of Flagler County as a desirable destination. 

 
 
 
 

 

Advertising is one of the largest components to our marketing plan, however other efforts will be made through 
increased public relations by attending tourism conferences, serving on boards of directors and speaking about 
Flagler County to tourism related associations and organizations.  One example of increased communication is the 
monthly tourism e-newsletter, The Source, distributed by the tourism staff at the Chamber to inform the community 
and visitors of updates and current news regarding tourism in Flagler County.  We also maintain a close relationship 
with the regional and national media keeping them abreast of what is happening in Flagler County.   

Special events are an important part of tourism and we offer services to assist special events in any way possible to 
draw visitors to these events from outside the county. 

Other components of our plan involve areas of product development, multi-media development and research which 
all play a vital role to make the marketing plan complete and successful. 

Keep your eyes and ears open for all of the exciting things coming in 2008, it’s going to be GREAT! 
 

Peggy Heiser 
V.P.  of Tourism Development 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tourism 101 

Flagler County has an Artificial Reef Program which was initiated in the 
early 1990s.  Flagler County Commissioner, George Hanns realized that 
Flagler County was one of the few coastal counties that was not 
participating in the State’s Artificial Reef Program, and since then 
pursued getting involved.  Shortly thereafter, the Flagler County Artificial 
Reef Program was created.  
 
So now you ask - what is an artificial reef?  An artificial reef is man-made 
structure (usually made out of concrete) which is then placed in the 
ocean.   

Tourism In Action 

These reefs help draw various marine life as well as providing a safe diving environment.  In time these 
structures provide food and shelter for fish throughout the food chain. Not only do these artificial reefs 
benefit marine life and divers, but they also attract fisherman which can ultimately result in bringing a 
substantial amount of economic profit and growth to our community for residents and tourists.  
 
 Please take a moment and see how you can get involved by visiting www.reefs.flaglercounty.org  

Other organizations involved include Florida’s First Coast of Golf and the Jacksonville Aviation Authority. 
NEFMA is organized for a cooperative marketing effort to provide visitors with convenience in planning their 
visits to Northeast Florida. The organization recognizes the value of cross-promotion and together the 
members are capitalizing on the opportunity to strengthen the region’s international tourism market.   
 
NEFMA, in its third year, is focusing on the German tourism market. The members hosted German golf 
writers at TPC last year and are currently planning a 2008 press trip. By combining resources to reach an 
international market on a $78,000 budget, the organization saw a return on investment of $1.4 million from 
print media with a circulation of 1.5 million. The cooperative efforts proved invaluable compared to 
independent efforts within the market.  
 
Marketing strategies include international offline marketing as well as online domestic and international 
marketing. NEFMA’s website www.Destinations2Discover.com is used worldwide and is translated into 
several foreign languages. Check out Florida’s Northeast Coast or call any of the organizations listed above 
for further information.    

The Northeast Florida Marketing Alliance 
(NEFMA) Dec. 3 came together for its quarterly 
Northeast regional tourism meeting at which 
these First Coast counties and allied members 
came to a consensus – tourism knows no 
boundaries.  
 
The group members consist of tourism and 
convention & visitors offices of Nassau, Duval, 
Clay, St Johns and Flagler  counties. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did You Know? 

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS 

Princess Place Preserve is known for its natural beauty and history.   Flagler County native - 70 year young 
Russell Dupont is very familiar with the preserve. At age 3 he was around when it was then resided by 
Princess Angela Cutting Sherbatoff.  After retiring, Dupont began volunteering at the preserve and estimates 
having told the history of the preserve to over 150 visitors.  

Each of his guided tours would be unique in its own way, 
unleashing a piece of history that may have not been written 
in a book or in editorial of the preserve but based on personal 
experience.  When Dupont was in Korea he would tell 
everyone about the preserve “This is the only place I’ve seen 
like this.” Dupont reminisces of swimming in the in-ground 
swimming pool with his cousins as a child. This in-ground 
pool was Florida’s first in history.   With any historical 
landmark, there are always stories to go with it, including 
tales of the preserve being haunted.  

Dupont would easily dismiss this and instead 
provide facts based on his own memories.  
Due to health concerns, Dupont no longer 
gives tours – but does visit the preserve often. 
Thank you, Russell Dupont, for sharing your 
story. 
 
To plan your visit to Princess Place Preserve, 
please visit www.flaglerparks.com  

On Dec 4, the Flagler County Chamber – Tourism Department hosted the Wedding Professionals of Flagler 
County’s monthly meeting. It was an opportunity to meet with the members and find out what services they 
provide in support of planning weddings. There were caterers, florists, photographers, D.J.’s, bridal 
boutiques, salons and spas, dance studios, wedding officiates, wedding consultants and yacht charters 
represented at the meeting. 

The Wedding Professionals of Flagler County’s mission is to provide 
exemplary service to the brides and grooms of this area as well as 
outside of the county by teaming up professional vendors offering 
wedding services and overseeing them to assure high quality 
services at a reasonable cost. 
  
For more information please visit: www.flaglerweddingpros.com 
 

In return Peggy Heiser – VP of Tourism Development provided an 
overview of the marketing efforts being made in 2008 to attract 
visitors to Flagler County.  Destination Weddings are a very popular 
niche market and the building of partnerships with organizations such 
as this can assist the county’s tourism marketing efforts.  Flagler 
County offers beautiful parks and preserves, beaches and a variety of 
venues to host weddings.  Peggy herself knows as she was recently 
married on Flagler Beach in a beautiful ceremony orchestrated by a 
local lodging partner.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2008.  

2008 Is Going To Be GREAT! 

Flagler County is growing and anyone that has experienced the traffic at 5pm would agree. County residents 
have much to look forward to in 2008.  Stayed tuned as these anticipated projects come alive! 

 
Grand Reserve Golf Course and Club  is the newest 
addition to the City of Bunnell.  This new golf course makes 
golf course the tenth for Flagler County – a true golfer’s 
destination.  Conveniently located on 235 Oak Branch Blvd. 
in Bunnell. For more information please visit 
www.capstonegolf.net or call 386-313-2966.   

Opening Spring of 2008!  A new Hampton Inn & Suites  is 
coming to Flagler County.  The hotel will feature 94 rooms, 34 
of which are suites and the remaining 60 will be standard 
rooms.  Amenities include: pool and hot tub, business center, 
meeting room, workout center, continental breakfast and 
wireless internet. The hotel is currently under construction and 
is conveniently located off Route 100 at Exit 284 Flagler 
Beach/Bunnell at 150 Flagler Plaza Drive in Palm Coast.  
Please visit www.hampton.com or call 386-439-8999. 

 

 
Exit 284 Flagler Beach/ Bunnell & Route 100 –   
Intersection Construction Will be completed  
this year! Specific date TBA. For further 
information on the project please 
visit: http://www.rsandhcsprojects.com/ 
 

  

 

 
Super Target  store covering 425,000 sq. ft. has been much anticipated by Flagler 
County residents.  The super center is scheduled to open in early 2008.  Please visit 
www.palmcoast.com for more details.  

  Carter Park is going to be conveniently located just north of  
  Rymfire Elementary School.  Expected completion date is  
  end of 2008.  This park will include a lighted basketball court,  
  small skateboard park, 4 acres of multi sports field, playground area 
  offering two levels of playground equipment, and pavilions. Please 
  visit www.ci.palm-coast.com  or call 386-986-2323 for further details. 

 

Frieda Zamba Swimming Pool at Belle Terre Park  – is slated to 
open January 7.  An estimated $900,000 worth of improvements 
was used for the renovations. Features include new walkways, 
paved parking, 3 lighted tennis courts, two soccer fields, and new 
pool system. There is also a new entrance, which is now located 
just east of Wadsworth School, on Parkview Drive. Please visit 
www.ci.palm-coast.com  or call 386-986-2323 for further details  

2008 Is Going To Be Great!  



 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
January      

1/2 Community Exhibits Flagler County Art League 386-206-9545 
1/4 Swing Band Wacky Olympics  Flagler Beach Veterans Park 386-517-2000 

1/10-12 Lian Zhen Workshop - Watercolor Flagler County Art League 386-206-9545 
1/11 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 
1/12 2nd Saturday Plant Sale Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 
1/12 Bird Walk through Princess Place Preserve Flagler Audubon Society 386-445-8653 
1/12 Annual Run for the Flagler County Free Clinic FPC Sunrise Rotary Club  386-987-3760 
1/3 White - The Light Beyond Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 

1/16 Bowfire Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
1/18 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 

1/18-19 Honky Tonk Angels Flagler Playhouse 386-586-0773 
1/23 The Big Band Broadcast Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
1/25 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 
1/25 Annual AM Guild Flea Market St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 386-445-2246 

1/25-26 Honky Tonk Angels Flagler Playhouse 386-586-0773 
1/26 Annual Youth Festival  Palm Coast United Methodist Church 386-445-1600 
1/27 Honky Tonk Angels Flagler Playhouse 386-586-0773 
1/29 Ring of Fire Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
1/30 US Air Force Reserve Concert Band Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 

    
February    

2/1 60, 70 and 80s at the Beach Flagler Beach Veterans Beach 386-517-2000 
2/1-2 Honky Tonk Angels Flagler Playhouse 386-586-0773 

2/2 Bird Walk at Flagler Pier Flagler Audubon Society 386-445-8653 
2/2-3 Annual Home Show Flagler Palm Coast High School 386-437-7526 

2/7 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 
2/8 Gallagher Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 

2/8-9 Honky Tonk Angels Flagler Playhouse 386-586-0773 
2/10 Dance Alive National Ballet Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
2/15 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 
13th Glam Slam Fashion Show Flagler Palm Coast High School 386-437-7526 
2/14 Whipple & Morales Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 

2/15-18 Audubon Backyard Birds Count Flagler Audubon Society 386-445-8653 
17th The Youth Black History Reality Show African American Cultural Society 386-447-7030 
17th Four Chaplains St. Mark By The Sea 386-445-3420 
2/20 Little Women Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
2/23 Palmetto State Quartet, Southern Gospel  Palm Coast United Methodist Church  386-445-1600 
2/26 I Love A Piano Flagler Auditorium 386-437-7547 
2/28 Citrus Picking Day Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 386-446-6783 

2/28 -  3/2 Winter Play in the Black Box Flagler Palm Coast High School 386-437-7526 
Starting 2/29 Bike Week Events Thunder Gulch Campground 386-437-3135 
TBA Black Heritage Day Celebration  African American Cultural Society 386-447-7030 

 

  Don’t forget to visit the Tourist Development Council visitor’s site at: 
www.visitflagler.org  to see all that Flagler County offers. 

Please be aware all events are subject to change and or be cancelled without prior notice 

If you have an event that you would like to share with us, and or any other important information specific to tourism in 
Flagler County, please feel free to contact Jaya Larkin, Tourism Assistant at jaya@flaglerchamber.org 

 


